” oy T b - P ? wi 4h rg ' : » 4 yy mn | 
ants | . hon — - . 
EF # - , 
tt 
[Is od 
Ta 1» 


'A foros ad ehfal] 


Þ* 


ESENTATION 
; 07 Miniflers of the Goſpell 


to Within the 


Province of London: ; 
BY Cluplpea, don a inhbotiles., = hs 
fs Contained © Re 
gl a LEeTTE x front them to the is 
2 GENERALL and his Counceli i 
PEE Ry © 4 WaRRE, = 


$a 


Goo7 
% 


Il 
<> 


b.  Dcliveredt tohis Exctriency by 
v _ ſome of the Subſcribers, Jum £8. 1 i 


oy 


CT 7s 
5 


| 
| 
15 p 
BIR 


| '; Proverbs 24. 11, 12, = 
Þ &L f. thou forbeare ts deliver them that are dravne untodeath , and 0 "Y 
BY. thoſe that are readie to be Stine : c 38 2 
If thou fayeſt, Bebold we kaow it mt ; doth not t he that ona Treth the ifs | 
heart con(ider it ? and be that heepeth thy ſout'e, doth not be DG We. + 


L; 74 aud | ſhall not be render 10.eyery man according to bis wa; hs ? (2s 
3 FEE «ge DET 
$ | lmpvleneilat London by M. B. for Same! Gellibrand, 
; and Ralph Smith. 1649- . _ 


a 
DEEVEFFSPPPSD EGS SLEPT TFLOPSTS —M 


RK ETTER 


From 


Maus of the GosrteLrt 


within the Province of Eondor, whole 
Names are Subſcribed : 


Delivered to- His Excellency by ſome ot 
_. the Subſcribers, Jar. 18, 1648. 


With defire to have it communicated to- the Gene= 
rall Councell of the Army. 


May 7t Peaſe your Excellency, with thoſe of your 
Conncell : 


— rHereas of late divers Applications ' 
WE ns W; S have been made, as well in writing 


as by verball Meſſages, inviting 

7 the Miniſters of Londen, or forme of 
; ther, to meet with the Officers of 

x the Army , in their conſultations 

| about' matters of Religion ; We.,. 

_- EW: & Miniſters of the Goſpel within the 

Province of Landes __ our Durie , as then- m_— 
2: e 


- 


's kuob meeting as was propaſed.z. ſo. new..to give - 
"yawn. rithip and your Ceuncelt the Reaſons of that 
" Refuſall,, leaſt by our filence wee {hould ſeeme to be 
_ wanting. in that ingenniry and Candor which becomes 
__ % 7; all, biir eſpecially the Miniſters of Jeſus Chrilt, And 

(1) Mr. -nnderfianding thac ſome of our Brethren, at one Confe- 
ſhall. Ms "rence before your Lordſhip and fome of your Counicell, (a) 
M;.Calany. and at another wich ſome of your chiefe' Officers, (5) 
Mr. Whnaiers. haye alreadie maniteſted their diſlike, both of your late 
-ak Sedgwick Ations towards many of the Worthy Members of the 
E ' Honourable Honfe of Commons, and what likewite you 
(b) Mr. Whi- haye publiſhed in your late Remonſtrance and Declara- 
_ tion , as your intention for ſetling the Aﬀaires of the 

Mr. Calamy. > M - Saas aa 

Mr. Aſh, &c. Kingdome , ( as wee were informed by ſome of them , 
and. willed-thns to flgnifie, ) Wee, thought fit, hereby 

to manifeſt our Concurrence with thoſe our Reverend 

Brethren ; 'Hambly. deſiring , That while! we uſe that 

Plainnefle and Freedome which becommeth the Ambaſ. 

ſadors of Chriſt , this our performance may not be miſ- 
interpreted, either asa tranſgreſling the Law of Chriſtian 

meeknefle ,-or an exceeding the- Bounds of - Minitteriall 

liberty ; Wee being commanded to cry aloud, and to 

Jift op our voyces as Trumpets, to ſhew the. People their 
Trantgrefſions,- and the houſe of Facob their finnes, | 

Had a Conference been deſired with us onely to have gi- 

ven you refolution, whether the wayes wherein at the pre- 
| ſent you are walking, are agreeable to the Word of 

| God, ( which Caſe indeed had -beene ſuitable for pri- 

vate perſons to have-propounded , and for Miniſters'of 

the Goſpell to haye reſolved ) Wee ſhould 'moſt Ce 
1y and freely!have delivered gur (Jadgements -: ; 
forementioned Brethren. have, don Non wWpg 


youy praiſes ; :and have given your this\s L 

grounded upon Scripture ;. Namely; That ii lrad-2 
proceeding further in ſuch unwarrantable courſes, 'y9 
ſhould, haye. teſtified your ingly, and godly. ſorrow tor 
: \ 4 
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what ( ſo, clearely  againſi the, dire Rule, of the 


Word *) ' you have already ated, * 

} And if _ for the clearing of this Cafe, a Conference 
had been deſired, It was from the ficit profeſſed that we 
ſhould be ready, and willing to'meet, where and with whom 


ſoever, to. aſſert and maintain our Jadgement therein.  Bue - 


as if the jultneſſe of. your way were already granted by us; 
We were onely invited to contribute our afliltance in pro- 
ſecution of what you had undertaken, which we- conceive 
to be out of your Sphere; And for us to have joyned in 
any conſultations of this nature, would have made us ac- 
cefſary unto them 3 guilty of the evill which is in them, 
and even partakers' of other mens ſinnes,contrary to the Apc« 
files rule, who bids us abſtaine even from all appearance of 
evill, and have no fellowſhip with the unfruitfull works of dark- 
eſſe, but reprove them rather, | 


It is already ſufficiently knowne ( beſides all former 
miſcarriages ) what Attempts of late have beene put in 
praCtice againſt lawfu}l Authority: Eſpecially by your'late 


I Tim. $.22. 
i Thef. 5. 22, 
Ephel. 5.x. 


Remonſtrance, and Declaration publiſhed in oppoſicion ' 


to the proceedings of Parliament ; As alſo by ſeizing and 
impriſoning the Kings perſon, without the , knowledge 
and conſent of Parliament, and by that late unparal. 
led violence offered tothe Members of it, forcibly hinders 
ing above one hundred of them '(if we miſtake' not 
the number) from fitting in Parliamenr, Impriſoning ma- 
ny of their Perſons ; though many of-themr'are knowne 
to us tobe men of eminent Worth and Integrity, and who 
have given moft ample Teſtimovy of, their reall Af- 
fettions re the good fof the Kingdome,; and' beſides alf 
tis, there's. anncent of Framing ard Conrrivinigavicih 
motiite, afwell'of' ther Lawes and Government of the 
Kingdorme, -as of the Conſtitution of a new kinde of Re- 
preſentative (as youcall it ) in ſtead of this and all fu; 

No A. g © 9550 0 RG 


(4) 
ture Perliamencs.; and this to be Subſcribed throughone- 
the Kingdome , under the notion of an Agreement of the 
People ; as is. Declared in your late Remonſtrance, of No- 
vember, 16. 1648. pag. 67. All which praftices we cannet 
_ but judge, to be manifeſtly oppoſite to the Iawfull Au- 
thority of thoſe Magiſtrates, which God hath ſet over us,. 
and to the Duty and Obedience, which by che Eawes of 
God and Man , and by our manifold Oathes and Cove- 
nants, we ſtand obliged to render to them. And. therefore. 
we judge it our Duty , rather to teſtifte our utter diſlike, 
and derteſtation, then to give any ( though but implicite 
and interpretative) approbation of them, 


as. 32 Ga, ics rad hht © lbs, WA 2. orb. De 
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-4008 han We remember the advice of Solomon, Feare thoy the Lord, 


and the King, and medale not with them that are given ts 
change And that of Paul, Withdraw from every Brother that 
walketh * diſorderly , and #0t according to the Traditions which 
you have received of us : Of which this is one , Put 
IH them ini minde to be ſubjef# to Principallities and Powers, and. 
Rom. 13.1.2. zo obey Magiſtrates : And, Let every ſoule be ſubje to the 
higher Powers , for there is no power but of God , the Powers 
that be are Ordained of God : Whoſoever therefore reſiteth the 
Power , refifteth thc Ordinance of God , and they that reſiſt , 
fball receive to themſelves damnation. The feare of 
therefore (whoſe Ordinance is violated, when Magiſtra- 
cie is -_ makes us afraid of mediing with thoſe 
who without any Colour of Legall Authoritie,, meerely. 
upon the preſumption of Strength , ſhall attempt rn 4 
Changes as theſe are. And Wee cannot but be-deepely 
affeQed with = and aſtoniſhment , to ſeethar an Are 
mie , rayſed by Authoritie of Parliament , for the Pre- 
frvation of the Priviledges thereof, and of our Religi- 
on,. Lazes {and Liberties , ſhould contrarie to their truſt, 
and. many Ingagements,do that which tends to the manifeſt 
Subverkion of them all. 
Wee: 


2 Theff\.3.6. 
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Wee have not forgotten thoſe declared Grounds 
and Principles , upon which the Parliament firit 
tooke up Armes , and upon which Wee were 
iaduced to joyne with them (from which Wee 
have not hitherto declined , and We truſt through 
Gods grace never ſhall. ) Wee remember, That 
when the King , with a multitude of Armed men, 
demanded but a ſmall Number (in compariſon 
of thoſe now ſecluded by .you ) of the Members 
of Parliament : It was deemed ſuch an horrid 
Violation of their Priviledges, and an atio Inju- 
| rious , and Deftruftive to the good of the King- 
dome, as had not (then) any Precedent or Pa- 
rallel ; And of what nature it was judged to be, 
by a Parliament then free and full may ap- 
peare by the Order of the Houſe of Commons 
of Fenuarie 3- 2641, When, hearing but of a 
purpoſe in the King to Seife upon ſome of their 
Members', they Declared , © If any Perſon what- 
& (qever , ſhall offer to Arreſt, or Detaine, the Per- 

<« ſon of any Member of this Houſe, without firſt 
« acquainting this Houſe therewith, and receiving 
« farther Order from this Houſe , That ic is lawfull 
& for ſuch Member,or any Perſon to afliſt him,and to 
< ſtand upon his or their Guard of Defence, and 
&© to make reliſtanoe,' according to the Proteſtati- 
© on taken to Defend the Priviledges of Parlia- 
© ment ; and by the Declaration of Fanwarie 17, 
& 1641, That the Arreſting of any Member of Pac- 
&« liament, by any Warrant whatſoever , without 
& a Legall Proceeding againſt them, and withouc 
& conſent of that Houſe, whereof fach Perſon is 
& a Member, is againſt the Libertic of che Subje& , 
«and a Breach of Privil of Parliament; And 
© the Perſon which fhall Arreſt any of theſe il 
<fons 
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(6) 
&ſon,orany other Member of the Parliament , is 
& Declared a Publique Enemie of the-Common- 
© wealth. 

And this Violation of their Priviledges , was 
that which did Occaſion firſt a Guard 5 and was 
afterwards one Reeaſon' of rayling ani Armie ;* But 
chat an Armie thus rayſed by their Authoritie-, and 
for their Preſervation, ſhould now (ſo farre pEewenry 
chat A& which was then eſteemed without Paral-- 
\ Tel, could hardly have bcene Imagined by us, had 
not our Eyes beene Witneſſes of it» 

And although both Houſes of Parliament (vi ho 
are Joyntly together with the King, intruſted with the: 
Supzeame Authoritie of the Kingdome ) ſaw cauſe 
to take up Armes for their owne Defence, -againſt 
the Actempts made upon-them by the King and his; 
Evill Councellours ; and forithe Preſeryation of the' 
Proteſtant Religion Eſtabliſhed (which was then in- 
dangered by the growth of ſeverall Erreurs and. 
Innopations ;) and for 'the ſecuring of the Fun-- 
damentall Lawes and Conftitutions of the King- 
dome, which they apprehended: then to.beunder-_ 
minded by ſeverall 1llegall incroachments : Yer 
this cannot be pleaded as any Juſtification or Pre- 
cedent for you (who, in xeference to the Power-of 
Magiſtracie , are but private perſons:)' to uſurpe 
an. Au thoritie over King and Parliament ?, ;and 
.to interme dle with affaires which phi: ee to. 
'you. For the Lawes of God, Nature, and Nations, 


together with the Diftates of Reaſon ,- and the 
common. conſent of all Caſuiſts allow that tochofe 
which are intruſted with managing the Supreame 
| Auchoritie of a State or Kingdom, which they doe 
: not allow toa multitude of Private Perſons,t10: gi 


- they have ſtrength in their hands to effeR it. - 


And 


; = SW = 

And moreover, FOWL 27M PARLIAMENT 
thus took up Arms for the defence of their Perſons 
and Priviledges, and the Preſervation -of Religion , 
Lawes , and Liberties; Yet was it not their intention 
thereby to do violence to the Perſon of the K 1 ms, 
or deveſt tim of his Regal Authority, and what of right 
belongeth to him, ( as appeares by their many Decla- 
rations in that behalf; ) Much lefle was it their pur- 
poſe to ſubvert and overthrow the whole frame and 
fundamentall conftitntion of the Government. of the 
Kingdome, or 'to give power and authority to any 
perſons whatſoever ſo to do. 2 ” 
. And thercfore' wee apprehend our ſelves obliged 
thus to appeare for the maintenance of our Rehgion, 
Lawes and Liberties, together with the Conſtitution, 
Power and Priviledges of Parliament, and the ſetled 
Government of the Kinzdome ; both,on the one hand, 
againſt all Malignant Counſels and Defignes for the 
introduction of an Arbitrary and Tyrannical-power. in 
the King ; and,on the other hand, agaiuſt all-irregular 
 licentious- proceedings of private Perſons, tending to 
the ſubverſion of them , and to the introduQion of 
Anarchy , Confuſion , Profanencfle, and Irreh- 
£10N, | ; er 
And we arethe more ftrongly engaged thus to ad- 
kete.frmely to theſe our former jult. Principles , by 
reaſon, of the ſeverall Oaths and Covenants generally 
taken throughout the Kingdome, as by the Proteſtation 
of May .5- 1641. wherein we do in the preſence of 
** Almighty God promiſe, vow and proteſt , according 
* to the duty of our Allegiance to maintainand defend 
<« with our lives, power and cſtates, His Majeſties Royal 
© Perſon ,AHoneur and Eſtate, and'the Power:-and Prt> 
< viledges of Parliament. As alſo by the Yow and Cove» 
* zaxt,wherein the i.ords and Comaions have declared, 
<rhat.there had then been RATA horrid delign 

MR NE Nan | = 


Bzek 17. 14 
25,18, 19, 
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« to ſurprize the Cities of Lonaznand Weſtminſter with 
« the Suburbs,and by Arms to force theParliament: And 
*finding by conſtant experience,that many waysof force 
«2nd treachery are continually attempted,&c Required 
{© That all that are true-hearted an\J lovers of their 
© Country , ſhould bind themle!ves each to other in that 
« ſacred Vow and Covenant , wherein we declare our 
* abhorring and: dereſting the ſaid wicked and treache« 
** rons deſigne, and that we would according to our 
* power and vocation oppoſe and re(iſt the ſame, and 
«.a{l other of the like nature. And likewiſe by the 
Solemn League and Covenant for the Reformation and 
defence of Religion , the Honour and Happineſſe of the 
KING, the Peace and' Safety of: the Kingdomes, &c, 
« Wherein we have Covenanted, That we will ſincerely, 
« really and conſtantly in our ſeveral Vocations, endea-: 
« your to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of the: 
©PARLIAMENTS, and Preſerve and'Defend the 
«<K1inG$SMA1EzSTIES PerſonandAuthority, 
*<in the preſervation and- defence: of the true Religion 
«and Liberties of the Kingdoms; that the World .may 
« beare witnefſe with our Conſciences of our Loyalty, 
&« and that we have no thoughts or intentionsto diminiih 
« His Majeſties juſt power and greacneſle, 

In all which obligations, though the matter of them 
may be,in pare; ot-Civil concernment, yet the bond and 
tyeof an Oath and Covenant is Religions, ſacred, and 
vielable, Which though ſome may eſteem no more 
then an e-Limmanack ont of date, yet we look-upon it as. 
the Oath of GOD, in waole Name we have ſworne, 
and who will certainly require ic at our hands. | 

We know with what a jealous eye , ani'evere hand, 
the Loxp avenged the quarrel ofthis Covenant made 
by-Zedekiah to the King of Babylon, chough extorted 
from him. and prejudicial to him: Shalt he proſper (faith 
God) ſhalt he efcape , that doth ſuch'things ? Or ſpill be 
= - break 
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break the Covenant , and be i vered ?-As I live, ſaith 
the Lord, ſeeing he #fpiſed the Oath by breaking the 'Co« 
wenant (when lo, he had given his hand ) he ſhall not eſcape. 
T herefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As 1 live, ſurely mine 
Oath that he hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant that he 
hath broken, even it will I recompence upon his own head. 
We dare not therefore (when we have lift up our hands 
to the moſt High Cod) by the violation of a more 
rightequs' Oath , provoke the wrath of the Lord againſt 
us, Who 1s the Searcher of all hearts; and to whom we 
muſt give an Accompr at the Great Day. . | 

In Read therefore of joyning in Conſultation with 
you,; We do carneſily intreat' you, in the name of our 
Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Ambaſſadours we 
are , That you would commune with your own hearts, 
Conliger the evil of your preſent wayes, and turn from 
'them; Remember from whence youare fal en, and re- 
pent and do your firſt works. You were once honorable 
and precious in the eyes of us and others of Gods ſer- 
vants, while you kept' in Gods way, and within your 
own ſpheare ;/ you had our hearts, oar help, and our 
Prayers for ſuccelle therein : Pur alas ! you have eclipſed 
your own glory, and brought a Cloud over-all your 
excellencies, You are now walking 1n by-paths of yonr 
"own; wherein we dare not ſay, The bleſſing-of the Lord 
be npon you, We bleſſe you inthe name of Fn: Lord, nor 
bid you God fpeed, left we be partakers of your evil deeds, 
In ſtead of preſerving the Truth and purity of Religion 
andthe Worſhip of God ; we feate;you arc opening a 
door to deſperate and damnable Errors and Herefies 
againſt the Truth of God, and ro many licentious'and 
wicked praQticcs againſt the worſhip and wayes of God, 
How is Religion made to' ſtink by reaſon/of 'your'mil- 
cariages,and like rg become a ſcorniand a reproach inall 
the Chriſtiah world ? How are the faces of Gods faithful 
ſervants covered' with ſhame, and their heares filled-with 


B:2- ©... ſorrow. 


PAL 129, 8, 


2 John, v.11... 


Fo 

and prief by reaſon thereof? How is the Golden Cord 
of Government broken in ſunder? the Honor and Au- 
thority of EY laid in the Duſt > Howhath the 
Parliament, which ſuſtained the force and oppoſition of 
profeſſed Enemies for many years, been made con- 
remptible and torn in pieces by profeſſed friends in one 
day? 

You cannot but know how fully and frequently Gods: 
Word commandeth and inforcerh obedicnce and fub- 
miſſion co Magiſtrates, forbidding alſo and condem- 
ning (and that under pain of damnattori,)tuch practices 
asthele of yours are.As likewiſe what levere threatnings - 
and exemplary judgements from God have been de- 
nounced againſt, and inflicted on the Contemaers and 
Oppoſers of this his Ordinance, You know what a 
Frand the Apoſtle 7zde 1cts :ipon thoſe that deſpiſe 

Jude v, 8, 11» Dominion and ſpeak, evill of Digniteis. Wo unts them 
(faith he, ). for rhey have gone in the way. of Cain, and 
runne greedily after the errour of Balaamfor areward,. 
and periſhed in the gaine ſaying of Corah.. : 

You know the fad examples of Corah , Dathan,and 
eMbiram in their mutinons Rebellion, and Levelling 
deſigne againſt Magiſtracy and Miniſtry ,1 in the Per- 
ſons of Moſes and eAaronv, Ton take too much upon 
you (ſaid they to Moſes and Auron) Seeing all the 

SW Congregation are holy*. Wherefore then lift you up your 
* Or Saints. /e{/pes above the Congregation of the Lord? Which. 
"i A Fojinh Moſes feares not ta. call. 4 gathering together agaiuſf 
44) ns rhe Lord, and warnes - the people to  avoide their 
* "29, company, __— from the Tents of theſe wicked. 
men, and touch nothing of theirs, leaſt yee be conſu- 

med in all their finues;, After which the Earch open- 

ed her mouth, and, ſwallowed .them ip , With al 
that. appertained. to. them : And / yet: there. Were in- 
Verſe 2, That. Rebellion a conſiderable number. of Eminent. 
men, zWo hundred aud fifty Princes of the «Aſſembly, 

famons in the Congregation, men of Renownes | 
= 8 


. —_— ” . - 
cans a> — REIT NL ge, en ere | 
[ oo, —_ —- > - 3 


(11 3% þ- 
And:confonant to the ny of the Scriptures, heres 
in, hath alway been the. conſtant judgement and 
doarine of Proteſtant Divines i-oth at: home and: a- 
broad, with whoſe judgements we do fully concurre ; 
diſclaiming, deteſting and abhorring the wicked and 
bloody Tenenrs-and Practices of Jeſuites, -(the worſt of 
Papiſts, ; concerning the oppoſing of lawfull Magis 
Krates by private Perſons, and the murthering. of * 
Kings by any, though under the moſt ſpecious and 
colourable pretences. Which Jjeiuiricall- i?rinciples: and 
Counſels we feare, may have too great a concurrence 
with, if not an influence upon theſe | late tranſ 
aQions, - | Dt PROT | 
Now we deſire you ſeriouſly,. and as in the fight of 
God, to examine your owne hearts and wayes, .and-: 
to deale with your ſelves as ſometimes MNathay did- 
with David. . Pur caſe ſome other Party of meh in the - 
Kingdome, whoſe Principles had not been concurrent 
with yoats, ſhould have attempted ads of ſuchaina- - 
ture,- as thoſe that yo: have performed ;. as ſeiſing the 
Kings Perfon, and removing him from place to place 
without and againſt his and the Parliaments conſent; 
would it.not; have been judged: by you an intolerable 
contempt both - of his and their authority ? Pat caſe 
they and their Confederates had eas the: remo- 
yall of the Parliaments Guards, ſecured or inhibited, a- 
sreat number of their Members , contrived and. pro- 
moted new: Modules-of ' their owne, deſtruQtive tothe 
being both of this and All other Parliaments, with other 
2s of the like nature; we appeale to your owns. 
conſciences, what clamours and. accuſations againſt 
them would from your ſelves -have. proceeded... And- 
if in other Perſons youwould .condemne: the fat?,, the 
Lord: grant you hearts: to: fee who ure the mv; Was 
tt once a crime: ofthe higheſt nature,. to-engeavour 
the ſuberſion of the. fundameneall' Laws of the King- 


dome,codiffvadethecalling,or perſwade the dilſolucion 
BY: OT- 
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of Parliaments; to countenance Arminians, or con- 


nive at-Papiſts : and can it be now commendable to 


' contrive the ſubverſion of the whole Lawes and Go- 


"Rom: I. $2» 


Rom, 2+1.3- 


,'Verſe 2.6.11, 


'Eccleſ $.14. 


,eth according to-the -work of - the righteous : There'is-a 


vernement of the Kingdome all at once; and in ſtead of 
a fewerrours to allow, (as we feare ſome amongſt 
you indeavour,) a total impunity, and univerſallTo- 
teration of all Religions? Be nor deceived,f God is not 
mocked : He knows how frequently you condemne 
that as a great crime in others, which .you would have 
accounted a vertuc in your ſelves ;,But God who is no 
reſpeQer of Perſons alloweth no ſuch rule, Thoſe who 
knowing the judgement of God, that they which commit 
ſwcb things are worthy of death ; not only do the ſame 
things, but have Pleaſure in , ( 0r, conſent with ) 
them that do them, in judging another condemne them- 
fetves, And thinkeft thou this, O man, that jndgeſf them 
which do ſuch things, and doeft the ſame, that thou ſhalt e/> 
cape the judgement of God? No ſurely , we are ſure the 
Fndgoment of God is according to trath, againſt them 
which commit ſuch things, Who Will render to every 
man according to his deeds ; For there is no reſpeft of 
Perſons with God, . _ Fy 7 

: . We defire thit you would net: be too: confident on 
former Succeſles, .1f God have made you profper 


; While you were in His way, this can be no warrant for 


you to walk in wayes of your owne, and promiſe 
your ſelves Succeſle therein; Nay, if through Gods 
permiſſion (: for reaſons beſt knowne to+himlcife ) 


. you! have+had- or. may hare Succeſle: in an Evil way, 


yet-is it-no juſtification thereof, nor. incouragement 
to-proceed therein. Yea, you know, that it is one of 
the - greateſt Judgements, when'God ſuffers men: to. 
proſper in {intull .conrſes. -- Wiſe '$4/omon tels-ns from: 
his -owne-experience, that cher be fometimes juſt mn 
16 Whom it happeneth according to the work of the Wick. 
ed; again, There be Wicked men to nhom it happen. 


juſt 


= ”——_— ——_ . 
- . » 
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(13). 

juft mar that periſh:th in hu righteanſne(ſe ,, and there cclef. 9.15, 
” 4 Wicked man that prolongeth his life in his Wicked- 
weſſe: But,hecauſe ſentence againſt an evill work js not exe» 
noſe: ſpeedily, (hall i Ga A heart of the ſonnes of Ecclel/8-Iz, 
mer be fully ſet inthem to do evil? Godforbid. 
*. And therefore-the Providence of God ( whick: is 
ſo often pleaded in juſtification of your wayes ) is no- 
ſafe rule to walke by, eſpecially in ſuch ads as/the - 
Word 'of God condemnes. God doth: not approve 
the priRice of whatſoever his Providence doth per- 
mic. When: David, in the cave, had. an opportunity to. 
deſtroy Saul ,. (who. was then in aQuall -yurſuance of. 
 himfor his life, )- D.zvids men make uſe of tuch an. Ar- - 

gument from. Providence, Behold, ſay they, the day of 
wich the Lord ſaid unto thee , Behold, I will dels-er x Sam.34 4; £ 
thine enemy into thine hand that thou maieſt do to him.-as 6,7,13« 
it ſhall ſeeme-good unto thee, but David neither durſt 
himſcife, nor-would permit his men to make ufe there- 
of ; but ſaith,T he Lord ferkid that 1 frould do thii thing © 
unto my Maſterthe Lords eAnnoynted, to ftretch forth 
my band againſt- him... ' Againe ,, when Davig found 
Saul ſleeping in his Trench, behold a Providence (might 
eAbiſhai have ſaid) God, faith he, hath detivered. thine. 1 Sam-26.8,9,.- 
enemy. into thine hand thia day, now thenefare let me 
{mite him... No, ſaith David, Deſtroy bim not, for. 
who. can ftretch. forth bu hand againff the Lords eAn- 
noyuted , .and. be guiltleſp? Bur if, to. follow Provi- 
dence, had becne a ſufficient: warrant ; David ſhould 
have taken another..courſe. in ſumme, if-this be a 
900d warrant , nothing can be a finne, for nothing . 
can come to paſle at..all, unleſſe the permiſſive Pro- - 
vidence of God afford an opportunity. . 


,,. Nar is it ſafe to.be guided by Impulſes, of Spirit, or. 
pretended impreiſions on your hearts, wkhoat-0r .a- 
sainſt.che rule of Gods. woitten Word. . For .by this - 
means the temptations .of Satan, ,and. the motions of, 
Go\s ſpirit .will be put-in equall ballance.” Ov . 
£85 re-«: 


2 Petilor go 


Job 13.7. 


cred or profane, recordeth any example of an impulſe 
-.of ſpirit falling upon Multitudes of Perfons at the 


Tfa A2$.20, 


DM 04 | 
defire you likewiſe to ont any Hiſtory, ſa- 


ſame time, putting them all at once upon performan- 
ces contrary to morall Precepts ; as alſo, whether ſuch 
Perſons' who are a&cd by an impulſe of ſpirit, can 
Command Others who want it, (nay, who do not fs 
muck asPpretend to have it)to do that unto, which them.. 
ſelves pretend to be fo incited? We know that it is 
the duty of Chriſtians, to try ſach inſtigations by the 
Word of God, and examine how well they agree 
thereunto,; that they may accordingly judge , whether 
it be the voice of S0d,or the voice of Saran,and of their 
owne corrupt hearts, that prompteth them, To che 
Law and to the Teftimony, if they ſpeak not accord- 
ing tothis word, "it ts becauſe there is no light in them. 
The Apoſtle Peter direfts the Jewes to whom he 
Wrote, to adhere to'the word written, as to a more 
fure word of Propheſie. By the ſame Rule, whereby we 
mult try the ſpirits, we muſt alſo try the inipiulſes of 
ſpirit,, otherwiſe we do'exceedingly ſtrengthen the dt- 
vels hands againſt onr owne ſoules, and tempt him to 
temptus. TO i SEW IEBIVD, 
'Tf beyond all this you' plead Neceſſity of doing 
thus, leaſt what you pretend as a glorious worke, 
mjght elſe - miſcarry, and therefore venture on theſe 
wayes, which are by your ſclyes confeſſed to be ire- 
ular and not juſtifyable ; We anſwer, that no necef- 
fi can oblige a man to ſinne ; God ſtands not in need 
of ourfinne to carry on hisowne worke. ill yee ſpeak. 
wickedly for God, and talk deceitfully for him ? ſaith Tob. 
 Andyec this Plea of neceſſity is of the lefle weight in 
your caſe, becanſe,we fear,the ends you aime at, ate no 
more juſtifiable then the means you uſe; and the ne- 


ceſlity pleaded iscither meerly pretended,or at leaſt con- 
eracted by your owne miſcarriages. = 


« 


But 


(15) {4 EY 

| But if atany time hy of God may be diſpenſed with 

a Neceſſity : Yet, we ſuppoſe your ſelves will-grant, That 
this neceſſity muſt be Abfolute,Preſent,and Clearznet Doubtful, 
Uncertain,andConjeQural,as that which is alledged in your caſc 
mult needs be, it being diſcerned onely by your ſelves and your 
own party. It ismolt apparent to us, that there was of late no 
cd 


neceſſity at all of theſe your irregular praQtices; the Parliament 
ho fa yrs gm by you)ful and free,aRting what was Covenant- 
r, and (if we miſtake not) what was agreed upon long be- 
fore by the Parliaments of both Kingdoms. Beſides, you have 
engaged your ſelves by anOath to preſerve his Majefties perſon, 
the Priviledges of Parliament; and this is moſt clear, That 
no Neceflity can juſtifie Perjury, or diſpence with lawful Oaths; 
That dreadful flying Ro# being ready to ſciſe upon him that 7, ,.. 
ſwearath falſly b the Name of God. An example of which 
ſevere judgement from God, for the violation of an Oath, you 
have in Sa, who though he did out of a good intention, 5 his 
acal to the children of 1/rael, flay the Gibeonites (a people for- 
merly accurſed; and who had fallaciouſly procured a Covenant 
from 7oſbus above two hundred years before) yet for Sawls > Same 21. 
breaking of that Covenant, was the whole Kingdom of Iſrael, *>*>* 
and his poſterity in particular, moſt ſeverely puniſhed by God. 
: We do therefore upon the whole matter, ſeriouſly beſeech 
you; as intheſight of God, to recede from theſe evil ways, 
and contain your ſelves within your own bounds, to learn 
Zobn Baptiſts Leflon for Soldiers, Do wislexce to no man ( or, Luke 3. 4 
put no man in fear) either accuſe any man falſly, and be content 
with your Wages, But if you perſiſt in theſe ways, behold, you _ $56 
have fined againſt the Lord,” and be ſure. your fin Will finde you * 
xt; and take heed, left, when the hand of God ſhall overtake 
yon, and tarnthe wheel upon you, you be found to ſuffer both 
4s eanl dorr's, and as bufie-bedies in other mens matters. x Per-4.15, 
And when you ſhall thus return to your duty ; as we ſhal 
have cauſe to bleſs God for it, ſo we ſhall not need to fear 
thoſe threatnings which ſome of-us have received (we ſay not M.Peters 
from yoar ſelves, yet ) from Meſſengers direfted ſak they in- &c. 
formed us) immediately from yourſelves, to ſome of us, That 
if We perfiſt to ſtir up the ys fo Seaition (for. ſo it ſeems 
A our 


DE 
our bewailing your fins before the Lord, is interpreted) aud 
Soldiers do 25 a miſchief, We may thank_onr ſelves; That 
if there follow another _War , you Will give quarter tv none 
that ſtands againſt you ; That you Will ſpare neither man, Wo- 
man, nor childe, Engliſh or Stranger. But if thefe our Exhor- 
tations prevail not, we have diſcharged our duty, and, we hope; 
Ezck 33.9. delivered onr own ſonls ; and if it be our.portion to ſuffer, we 
x cr 4.6. truſt we ſhall ſuffer as Chriftians , and for. well-doing, and 
+ p44 that ſach ſafferings ſhall be acceptable with God; in Whoſe 
Pla. 116.16. fight the death of his Saints is precioms ; Who when he maketh 
Pla. 9. 12. #quifition for blood, forgetteth not the cry of the humble ; and 
rhough ſome of us were told by one: of the Meſſengers fent 
M.Peters. from you, That if we pat owur [elves upen ſuffering, We ſhall 
Dan. 3.17 have ſuffering enough; yet we know, That the God Whom We 
ſerve s able te deliver us : To whom, tn the diſcharge of our du- 
1 Pa.4.19, £9, We commit the keeping of our ſouls, as to a faithful Creator. 
And thus out of a zeal to Gods glory, # care to diſcharge 
our own duties, -and an hearty deſire after the comfort and 
ſalvation of your ſouls, we have freely and faithfully declared 
our judgments concerning your late and prefent proceedings, IF 
the Lord'pleaſe to make it effeAual for your Reformation, we 
and all the Churches of Chriſt (half have cauſe to- bleſs God for 
you ; but if for our fins, and the fins of the Land, the Lord 
fhall make you inftruments of miſery 'and confufion (which 
your preſent aftings do certainly tend to )we will ſay with E135, 
z Sam. 3.18 1t. 5 the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. But we hope 
better things of you, andſubſcribe our ſelves, 
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